Power Padlock by Fredericks, Bronwyn L.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
QUT Digital Repository:  
http://eprints.qut.edu.au/ 
Fredericks, Bronwyn L. (2005) Power Padlock. 
This is a poem written and presented at the 'A Sense of Place, Creative Writing 
and the Environment Writer's Workshop Weekend, (IDIOM 23, CQU) 29th April-
1st May, 2005 , North Keppel Island, Queensland.  
 
          © Copyright 2005 Bronwyn L. Fredericks 
 This is the author’s version of a poem written and presented at the ‘A Sense 
of Place, Creative Writing and the Environment Writer’s Workshop Weekend, 
(IDIOM 23, CQU) 29th April-1st May, 2005 , North Keppel Island, 
Queensland. 
 
 
Power Padlock  
 
unlearning required 
privileges  
racism  
colonial possession 
unpack your privileges 
understand me 
understand how you came to be you 
‘civilised’  
educated 
employed 
housed  
recognise your privilege  
white woman  
white man 
hear what I say 
without old world wistfulness, 
and the romanticism of colonialism 
without marginalising my voice  
binding my mouth 
closing your ears  
locking me away 
 
I turned the key on your privilege 
I opened the door slightly ajar 
I glanced within and at 
Power  
 
It did not move 
The key in my hand relinquished nothing… 
For you have changed the locks 
 
I hold the mirror to face you. 
 
    Bronwyn Fredericks 
 
 
